Hello Everyone:

This is the final final wrap-up report from this year's Mail Run.  Many of you have forwarded so much good information since the end of the big event, it just seemed like it made sense to pass fit on.  Thank you for all of your positive comments, there seems to be universal agreement that the 14th Annual Gold Rush Trail Sled Dog Mail Run was a keeper.

Tyler Garnham is a photographer who followed this year's Mail Run on foot, by vehicle and snowmobile, documenting everything as he went along.  He has established a great website so everyone can view the efforts of his work.  Go to www.tylergarnham.com/mailrun to see all of his great photos.  Each photo is identified by number and you can order photos from Tyler.  His email address is clearly listed on his site, and he is open to answer any questions.  I guarantee that this site is definitely worth looking at, the photos are great!

At the Saturday night banquet, this year's envelope artist Claire Kujundzic unveiled her full colour print of this year's artwork.  These prints are spectacular, the colours alone are guaranteed to make even your dullest day bright and shiny.  To view this full colour print and to order one, go to Claire’s website at www.claireart.ca.

Canada Post Area Superintendent Ron Potter has sent along some facts about this year's mail.  Mail was sent to 9 provinces and all 3 territories...somehow none was posted to PEI.  Over 20 of the states in the U.S. received letters, as well as 26 other countries and territories, including:  Germany, China, Philippines, New Zealand, Australia, Belize, the United Kingdom, France, Finland, Netherlands, Switzerland, Peru, Norway, Mexico, Japan, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Nicaragua, South Africa, Denmark, the Island of South Georgia (did you know that a letter posted to South Georgia must first go through Great Britain and then the Falkland Islands?), Holland, Sweden, Zambia, Hungary, Italy and Christmas Island.  In all just under 2000 envelopes were carried by dog team from Quesnel through Barkerville and in to Wells.

Organizers processed many requests for Mail Run envelopes from collectors and stamp/mail enthusiasts from around the world.  In return these interesting individuals have provided much information about their personal interests, as well as a wonderful selection of stamps from their own countries.  This is just one of the side benefits of a unique event like the Mail Run. We have facilitated sending special greetings to nephews and nieces, for 50th wedding anniversaries and other family events.  One person sent a Mail Run envelope to their elderly grandparent who lives in a senior's home in South Carolina.  When he received the envelope, he apparently had all of his friends gather around as he opened it, just to see if any snow would fall out.

We have received a number of photos forwarded by many of you and some of these will be posted on the Mail Run website early this coming week.  Go to www.wellsbc.com/sleddog to view these.

This year marked the first year that any cross-country skiers have completed any stage of the Mail Run trail.  Congratulations to the five skiers who completed the Stanley to Barkerville stage (all in good form)...we also had two skijorers participating, one completed the whole route with two dogs, the second completed the Stanley to Barkerville stage with three dogs.  We wouldn't have had a trail without the tireless work of the snowmobilers.  Thanks to everyone for your time and the use of your machines.  Delmer Phinney, the notorious head of the rogue Mavericks was able to spring enough members of his club from prison to make sure that the fresh snow was all packed.  Ron Paull and his buddies, all riding "Four Stroke No Smoke" Yamaha snowmobiles set up the Stanley to Barkerville trail.  The whole Verge family completed the Mail Run with 13 year old Kimmie on a dog sled and mom, dad, big brother Stephen and two younger sisters all by snowmobile.  Rick Broswyk ran sweep on his peppy little 1960's era Bombardier Olympic snowmobile, making sure that everyone arrived safely at the end of the stage.  This list could go on and on....thank you everyone for your support.

There is going to be a wind-up party in Quesnel before the end of February for all volunteers and organizers as well as anyone else who would like to attend.  We are hoping to have a full-colour large screen power point presentation for this event, featuring many of the photos that have been shared.  One of the problems will be to find a hall that is large enough, the number of supporters and volunteers this year was certainly substantial.  Thank you to everyone for all of your hard work.  

There is still some snow on the ground and trails to cover.  Enjoy the rest of the winter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact us.  If you feel there are others who would be interested in this information, please pass it on.

Jeffrey Dinsdale

